CHAPTEE  XIII

THE  DEVONIAN   SYSTEM.

WE have now to trace how it came about that another
chapter was added to early geological history. With the
view of following intelligibly how far this addition was due
to Murchison's labours, we may profitably take here a brief
retrospect of the previous progress of discovery and opinion
regarding the rocks from which the new chapter was com-
piled,

It was one of the merits of the Wernerian geognosts to
point out some of the more salient subdivisions in which, by
means mainly of mineral characters, the rocks of the earth's
crust may be chronologically grouped. They recognised
that their -Transition" series was often covered by red
sandstones and conglomerates, and that a younger group of
similar sandstones was found to rest upon magnesian lime-
stone or coal1 It was in England that this distinction came
to be most clearly perceived, because the extensive coal-
fields of this country were found to separate the two series
of sandstones. Hence the terms Old Bed Sandstone and
Eed Sandstone acquired an important economic signi-s was
